Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Message Text 



PAGE 01 STATE 224997 

21 

ORIGIN ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-07 INR-07 

LAB-04 NSAE-00 SIL-01 10-10 /052 R 

DRAFTED BY ARA-LA/MRSD/L:JO'GRADY:MMW 
APPROVED BY ARA-LA/MRSD:E. MARASCIULO 
S/IL - T. BOWIE(SUBS) 

ARA/LA/APU - R. FELDER 
ARA/MEX - H. B. LANE 
ARA/LA/NC - TWSONANDRES (SUBS) 

DESIRED DISTRIBUTION 

ARA/LA - W. LUERS, USOAS - A. NOONAN 

050696 

R 200126Z SEP 75 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY MEXICO 
INFO USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 
AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 
AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 224997 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
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SUBJECT: ORIT - MEANY TALKS WITH VELAZQUEZ 
ATTENTION LABATTS 

1. FIDEL VELAZQUEZ, SECRETARY GENERAL OF MEXICAN 
CONFEDERATION OF LABOR, AND AFL-CIO PRESIDENT GEORGE MEANY 
HELD CONVERSATIONS IN WASHINGTON THIS WEEK FUTURE OF 
INTER-AMERICAN LABOR ORGANIZATION (ORIT). FYI THEY AGREED 
IN PRINCIPLE THAT CHANGES IN ORIT ARE NECESSARY BUT THAT 
THESE SHOULD BE DECIDED BY ORIT AFFILIATES ONLY AND NOT 
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IMPOSED BY INTERNATIONAL CONFEDERATION OF FREE TRADE 
UNIONS (ICFTU). 

2. REORGANIZATION OF ORIT IS ON AGENDA OF ICFTU CONGRESS 
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SCHEDULED FOR OCTOBER 19-25 IN MEXICO. PRIOR TO CONGRESS 
SIX MAN WORKING COMMITTEE APPOINTED AND HEADED BY ICFTU 
SECRETARY GENERAL OTTO KERSTEN TO MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS ON 
ORIT IS SCHEDULED TO REPORT TO EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES OF 
BOTH ORIT AND ICFTU. 

3. MEANY AND VELAZQUEZ ARE REPORTED TO HAVE AGREED TO 
MAINTAIN STATUS QUO ON LOCATION OR ORIT HEADQUARTERS, 

ORIT OFFICERS ELECTED IN THE 1974 ORIT CONGRESS, AND 
EVEN NAME OR ORGANIZATION. THIS MAY POSE PROBLEMS FOR 
VENEZUELAN CTV. WHICH HAS BEEN PRESSING FOR CHANGE OF 
SECRETARY GENERAL AND RELOCATION OF ORIT HEADQUARTERS, 
PREFERABLY TO CARACAS. IT MAY ALSO CAUSE PROBLEM FOR 
ARGENTINE CGT, A CHANGE OF NAME FOR ORIT HAS BEEN 
CONSIDERED IMPORTANT AS A FACE SAVING DEVIGE FOR ARGENTINES 
WHO RECENTLY JOINED ICFTU BUT HAVE BEEN UNWILLING FOR 
HISTORICAL REASONS DATING BACK ALMOST THIRTY YEARS TO JOIN 
ORIT. 

4. IN ANY CASE, POSITION TAKEN BY MEANY AND VELAZQUEZ 
WILL BE DISCUSSED WITH TOP LEADERS OF OTHER ORIT-AFFILIATED 
NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS WHO WILL ATTEND AFL-CIO CONVENTION 
IN SAN FRANCISCO NEXT MONTH. HOPEFULLY, ALL MAJOR ORIT 
AFFILIATES WILL ARRIVE AT UNIFIED POSITIONS AT THAT TIME 
WHICH WILL BE ACCEPTABLE TO AFL-CIO AND WIN APPROVAL BY 
ICFTU CONGRESS. 

5. AS FAR AS USG POLICY IS CONCERNED, DEPARTMENT SUPPORTS 
CONTINUATION OF DEMOCRATIC INTER- AMERICAN LABOR ORGANIZA- 
TION AND WOULD LIKE TO SEE ORIT OR ANY SUCCESSOR 
ORGANIZATION STRENGTHENED. WE CONSIDER FULLEST POSSIBLE 
PARTICIPATION OF NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC LABOR MOVEMENTS IN 
HEMISPHERE, INCLUDING ARGENTINA, ESSENTIAL TO THIS GOAL. 

6. NOTE: IT IS IMPORTANT THAT ADDRESSES PROTECT INFORMA 
TION CONTAINED IN THIS CABLE. 
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7. A SEPARATE MESSAGE ON OAS LABOR MINISTERS CONFERENCE, 
GUATEMALA, IS IN PREPARATION. CONFERENCE CURRENTLY 
SCHEDULED FOR NOVEMBER REPEAT NOVEMBER 21-28. KISSINGER 

CONFIDENTIAL 



« END OF DOCUMENT » 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 




Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 26 AUG 1999 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: LABOR RELATIONS, TEXT ON MICROFILM ONLY, MEETINGS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 20 SEP 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: SmithRJ 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975STATE224997 
Document Source: ADS 
Document Unique ID: 00 
Drafter: ARA-LA/MRSD/L:JO'GRADY:MMW 

Enclosure: DECLASSIFIED PER MEMO P8901 36-0594, DELETED ACCESSION #D750327-01 63, 
Executive Order: 1 1 652 GDS 
Errors: n/a 

Film Number: P8901 36-0605 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 975091 05/baaaacdz. tel 

Line Count: 101 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, TEXT ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN ARA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: SmithRJ 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22 APR 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <22 APR 2003 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <25 SEP 2003 by SmithRJ> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 
Subject: n/a 

TAGS: ELAB, MX, US, AFL-CIO, ORIT, (MEANY, GEORGE), (VELAZQUEZ, FIDEL) 

To: MEXICO INFO EC BRUSSELS 

BUENOS AIRES 

BOGOTA 

CARACAS 

OTTAWA 

Type: TE 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 




Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 




